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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 


DEPUTY INVOLVED-HIT SHOOTING 


EVALUATION 
UNIT: Century Sheriff Station 
DATE: October 27, 2008 
TIME: 1350 hours 
LOCATION: MM compton Avenue, Los Angeles, Ca. 90059 
URN#: 008-24633-2132-013 
IAB#: $H2231988 


NATURE OF INCIDENT: 


On Monday, October 27, 2008, Sergeants Scott Hill and Owen Tong of the Internal 
Affairs Bureau (IAB) responded to Compton Avenue, Los Angeles, regarding a 
Deputy Involved Shooting involving Century Station | IAB 
Lieutenant Scott Brickert responded to the incident and checked to see that the watch 
commander, Lieutenant Michael Rosson, took reasonable steps to ensure that the 
involved and witness personnel did not discuss the incident among themselves or with 
uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned investigators, and that 
the involved and witness personnel did not collectively consult with their attorney or 
representative. In addition, IAB Lieutenant Brickert checked to see if the watch 
commander attempted to have involved and witness personnel gather in the company 
of a supervisor until they provided a statement to the assigned investigators. Sergeants 
Gilbert Anderson, Gean Okada, Craig Ditsch, John Corina, and Detectives Frank 
Salerno, Louie Aguilera from Homicide Bureau were on scene to conduct the criminal 
investigation. 


The summary of this incident is based on physical evidence collected at the scene by 
Los Angeles Sheriff's Department Crime Lab personnel, the Compton Traffic Office, as 
well as the information obtained from interviews of the involved employees and 
witnesses, whose individual statements are contained in the Homicide Bureau case 
package (Refer to Exhibit A). 


tober 27, 2008, at approximately 1350 hours, Century Station Deput 
Uni and Century Station Deputy Juan Castellanos 


Unit 212A, were returning to their patrol areas after assisting on a containment in the 
Athens area. They were both single person patrol units. They were traveling 
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eastbound on El Segundo Boulevard when they arrived at the intersection of Compton 
Avenue, in the City of Compton. A major traffic accident, involving two vehicles, had 
just occurred in the intersection. 


Deputy Ah < just heard the traffic accident call dispatched to Compton units and 
she advised the dispatcher that she was on scene. Deputy Castellanos arrived on 
scene and he exited his car to check on the female icin e A 
who was still in her car. 


As Deputy EE rived at the scene, witnesses told her the suspect had fled 
northbound on Compton Boulevard. The witnesses told her the suspect had killed the 
driver eet The witnesses described the suspect, who was later 
identified as Joshua Maravilla MH/20, as a male Hispanic wearing a striped shirt. 


Deputy ontacted Deputy Castellanos on the Sheriff's Radio L-TAC frequency 
and asked him to follow her. Deputy Castellanos was tending to the victim and he did 
not hear ‘he radio transmission. 


Deputy: -ove northbound on Compton Boulevard and saw several male Black 
individuals walking on the east sidewalk in a northbound direction. She also saw a 
male Hispanic walking with the group. She saw the male was wearing a striped shirt, 
as was described by the witnesses. She stopped her patrol car behind him, and exited 
her car (approximately 559 feet north of the intersection). 


Deputy = the suspect's waistband area was covered, and he was tensed up 
with his fists clenched. She drew and pointed her weapon at the suspect because she 
couldn't see his waistband area. She instructed the suspect to show his hands. The 
suspect turned towards her and said, “ Fuck you bitch.” She again gave the suspect 
verbal commands to show his hands and to place them on the hood of her patro! 
vehicle. The suspect replied, “Fuck you bitch.” 


Suspect Maravilla stopped off the curb and took two steps in a northbound direction 
then suddenly turned and started to shout at her, “Fucking shoot me bitch! Shoot me 
bitch!” 


Deputy AA at this moment the suspect was going to attack her so she re- 
holstered her gun and simultaneously advised on her Sheriff's radio that she was 
involved in a fight. After she initiated the radic traffic, the suspect ran up to her and 
punched her in the face and head area as he continued to yell, “Fucking shoot me 
bitch! Shoot me bitch!” The suspect told Deputy- was going to kill her. 
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Deputy vas struck by the suspect numerous times in the head area. She nearly 
lost consciousness. She felt the suspect attempting to reach for her gun. She also felt 
if he struck her once again that she would lose consciousness, and he would take her 
gun and shoot her. 


Deputy vas able to push the suspect back with her left arm and draw her weapon 
with her right hand and shoot her gun three times at the suspect. 


Deputy hinc some distance by moving behind her patrol car. The suspect fell 
to the ground and immediately jumped back onto his feet. The suspect's fists were 
clenched and he repeated, “ Fucking shoot me bitch. Shoot me bitch!” 


Deputy baw the suspect’s left arm had a bullet hole or wound and he continued 
to swing his arms and walk back towards her. She felt she didn’t have the energy to 
last another fight with the suspect, because she was having difficulty staying on her 
feet. Fearing for her life, she shot at the suspect two to three more times. The suspect 
fell to the ground. 


Deputy nitiated radio traffic that she had been involved in a shooting and 
requested fire and paramedics to respond. Deputy Castellanos having heard the 
gunshots along with the radio traffic, ran to her location to assist. 


Century Station Cp erar Unit 213D, arrived at the location to 
assist. He handcuffed the suspect's right hand and the suspect immediately pulled his 
right hand away and attempted to kick him. The suspect tucked his left hand 
underneath his stomach next to his waistband area. The suspect started to kick at the 
deputies. Deputy Castellanos grabbed onto the suspects legs and held onto them to 
prevent him from kicking at them. Deputy ter ted to grab the suspect's left 
hand but the suspect kept it underneath him. = -v< several verbal 
commands to stop fighting and to release his arm. The suspect refused all commands. 
Fearing that the suspect was possibly armed and was reaching for a weapon coupled 
with his refusal to all the verbal commands, Deput punched the back of the 
suspect's head twice with his right hand. Dep as able to pull the suspect's 
left arm behind his back and the suspect was handcuffed without further incident. 


Deputy vas treated by Los Angeles County Fire Engine #41 under the direction 
of Captain Guerrero. Depu as transported via ambulance to Long Beach 
Memorial Hospital. Deputy as bleeding from an injury she received to the left 
side of her forehead and temple area. She suffered a mild to moderate concussion 
along with a severe headache. Due to the concussion she still suffers from short and 
long term memory problems. She has only returned to light duty status due to the 
injuries she suffered. 
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G EZ victim of ie faig: waffic collision, was transported to St. 
Francis Hospital, and was pronounced dead at 1434 hours by Dr. Koplovski. 


Suspect Joshua Maravilla was treated by Compton Fire Engine #43 under the direction 
of Captain Bryant. He was transported to St. Francis Hospital and was pronounced 
dead by Dr. Shepard at 2221 hours, on October 27, 2008. 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL: 


Le Sheriff, A 


E Deputy Sheriff, 7 
Century Sheriff Station, Field Operations Region I] 


CASTELLANOS, JUAN, Deputy Sheriff, +A 
Century Sheriff Station, Field Operations Region Il 


EMPLOYEE WORK HISTORY: 


Deputy Sheri fae 


ieee of Employment: 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 
Completed Patrol Training: 
Prior Shooting Incidents: 

Prior Founded Force Incidents: 


Deputy Sheriff, +S 


Century Sheriff Station, Field Operations Region II 


Date of Employment November 29, 2001 
Date Assigned to Patrol 
Completed Patrol Training 
Prior Shooting Incidents 

Prior Founded Force Incidents 


CASTELLANOS, JUAN, Deputy Sheriff, 
Century Sheriff Station, Field Operations Region Il 
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Date of Employment Augusi 19, 1998 
Date Assigned to Patrol 

Completed Patrol Training 

Prior Shooting Incidents 

Prior Founded Force Incidents 


SUSPECT: 


Maravilla, Joshua, MH/20 yrs. DOB 08-03-1988, 505, 175 Ibs., black/brown 
Deceased. 

C.L. Main FBI 

hi Maravilla’s criminal — consisted of i 


INVOLVED DEPUTY WITNESSES: 


Castellanos, Juan, Deputy sherit JJ 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


uenee 


INJURIES: 


Deputy Personnel: 
Deputy was bleeding from an injury she received to the left side of forehead and 


temple area. She suffered a mild concussion and a severe headache due to the 
assault and still suffers from short and long term memory problems and fatigue. 
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Suspect: 


Suspect Maravilla died as a result of four gunshot wounds, two to his abdomen and two 
to right arm. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE: 


Refer to Homicide case book, Exhibit A, pages 48-55, for information regarding 
evidence obtained and processed. 


WEATHER AND LIGHTING CONDITIONS: 
This incident occurred during daytime hours. The weather was a clear and sunny day. 
WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT: 


Suspect Maravilla used his fists to violently attack Deputy He also used his legs 
to kick at the deputies when they attempted to handcuff him 


PROPERTY DAMAGE: 

A bullet hole was observed at a: is immediately northwest of the 

shooting scene. The bullet hole impacted the east wall of the garage at the location. 

The bullet traveled in a general westbound direction. The bullet could be associated 

with this incident. (Exhibit A, refer to Homicide pages 130-131). 

CHARGES FILED: 

None - Suspect Maravilla deceased. 

On July 10, 2009, Deputy District Attorney Corene Locke-Noble concluded Deputy 
ted lawfully in self-defense given the rapidly evolving, life threatening situation 

which she was confronted with. Letter of opinion by District Attorney's Office is Exhibit 

B. 

WEAPON USED BY DEPUTY PERSONNEL: 


DEPUTY ns 


Service Weapon- Beretta, 92FS (Serial Number BER Double Action 
Semiautomatic Pistoi, 9mm Luger). 
Type Of Ammunition- Winchester Ranger SXT 9mm Luger ammunition. 
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Ammunition- Six rounds fired and nine left in the magazine. 
Shell Casings- Six 9mm cartridges were located at the scene. 
Date Employee Last Qualified: (Mobile Range): 

Date Last Trained With Weapon: 


Deputy veapon was examined, test fired, and found to be functional by Firearms 
Examiner Dale Falicon AMM‘ the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department- 
Scientific Services Bureau, Firearms Identification Section Lab Receipt Number 
K048152. (Refer to Exhibit A, Homicide Book page 132). 


INVOLVED DEPUTIES’ STATEMENTS: 


Deputy EEE AA was interviewed by Homicide Investigators 
Sergeants Okada and Anderson on November 5, 2008, at 1004 hours. Sergeants Jack 
Ramirez and Jimmy Rios of Internal Affairs Bureau interviewed her on September 15, 
2009, at approximately 1025 hours. The following is a summary of both interviews. 


Deputy ot investigators she was working Century Station day shift Uri a 
single person unit. She was returning from assisting a Willowbrook unit. She was 
returning with her sister unit, Unit 212A Deputy Castellanos. They were traveling 
eastbound El Segundo Boulevard when they arrived at the intersection of Compton 
Avenue. They observed a traffic collision in the intersection. As she was pulling to the 
northeast side of the street, several civilian witnesses told her that someone was 
leaving the scene. The civilian witnesses told her that a man killed a woman and he 
was running northbound on Compton Avenue. She was confused by what they told her 
because she didn’t know if it was a boyfriend-girlfriend altercation or a traffic accident. 
They described the man as a male Hispanic wearing a striped shirt. She looked 
northbound but did not see anyone fitting that description. She radioed Deputy 
Castellanos on the sheriff's radio L-TAC frequency and told him to “follow her”. She did 
not hear a response from Deputy Castellanos. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit D, audio disc of radio transmissions. 


Within a few seconds, Deputy baw a crowd of male Black individuais walking 
northbound on the east sidewaik of Compton Avenue. Within that crowd, she saw a 
male Hispanic wearing a striped shirt fitting the description given by the witnesses. She 
saw the suspect’s body language was very tense and his hands were very rigid. 

The suspect's waistband was covered by his shirt, and her initial concern was that the 
suspect had a firearm in his waistband. 


Deputy iih aked her patrol car in an angle and exited her car. She ordered the 
suspect to show his hands because his waistband area was covered. The Black 
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individuals who were walking with the suspect separated from him. As she told the 
suspect to show his hands, she pulled her gun out of her holster and pointed it at him. 
The suspect turn toward her and said, “Fuck you bitch.’ He started to walk toward the 
car and she repeated her commands to show his hands. The suspect replied, “ No, 
fuck you, bitch. Fuck you bitch.” The suspect turned and started to head ina 
northbound direction on Compton Avenue. 


As the suspect started to head northbound, Deputy ought process was on 
setting up a containment for the suspect. She also realized at this moment that Deputy 
Castellanos had not followed her down the street. 


The suspect ran in a westbound direction then he stopped and he turned toward her. 
She estimated the distance at this point to be approximately 20 feet. Deputy 

knew at this time she was going to get into a physical altercation. She put out radio 
traffic that she was involved in a fight and re-holstered her gun. She remembered her 
Academy training where she was taught if she was going to be involved in a fight to 
protect your weapon so the suspect would not be able to get it. 


The suspect started to yell, “shoot me, shoot me bitch,” as he ran toward Oop. 
The suspect struck the left side of her head on her temple area with his right hand. 
could also hear the suspect say he was going kill her. She did not remember if she 
ever feli to the ground, due to a lapse of memory, but remembered only standing in a 
different location. She remembered nearly becoming unconscious but saw some 
daylight and focused on the light. 


At this time, Dep. iM emenbered the training she has received while on the 
Department. She heard her Academy Drill Instructor who told her to stay on her feet. 
She could feel the suspect punching her in the head as he continued to yell, “fuck you 
bitch. Fuck you bitch. I’m gonna kill you bitch. “ 


As the suspect struck her on the head, she felt him reaching for her weapon. Deputy 

thought the suspect would take her gun and shoot her so she pushed the 
suspect with her left hand. She shot at the suspect approximately three times from a 
distance of her arms length, approximately two feet or ess. She gained some distance 
by going to the back of the patrol car. 


The suspect fell to the ground and immediately jumped back up without hesitating and 
continued to yell, “shoot me bitch, shoot me bitch.” 


Deputy -20 that if she were to get into another fight with the suspect he would 


take her gun. She was dizzy and felt that she did not have the energy to stay through 
another fight. She was trying to stay on her feet as he approached her again, 
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as she fired two more times at the suspect when the suspect was within a few feet. 
She did nct recall how close the suspect was. The suspect went to the ground. 


Deputy vised on her sheriff's radio she had been involved in a deputy involved 
shooting and requested fire and paramedics to her location for the suspect. She held 
the suspect at gunpoint until Deputy Castellanos and other deputies arrived at the 
location. 


Deputy lai< she attempted to handcuff the suspect's left hand but the suspect 
had it under his waistband and he refused to comply. She did not have the strength to 
pull out his hand until her partners assisted her in handcuffing him. 


Depute transported to Long Beach Memorial Hospital for her injuries. She 
suffered a concussion, complained of neck pain, and a severe headache. She also had 
welts on her left side of her head. 


Deputy} emembered the area where the shooting occurred to be a residential 
area with an apartment complex as the backdrop. She stated the individuals who were 
initially walking with the suspect just disappeared during the shooting and they no 
longer were at the scene. 


LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, for interview the of Deputy iiion pages 
99-129 of the Homicide Book. Transcriptions of both 
interviews submitted with this case. The recorded interview is 
listed under Job #27327. 


Deputy was interviewed by Interna! Affairs Bureau 
Sergeants Jimmy Rios and Jack Ramirez on September 17, 2008, at 1020 hours, at the 
Internal Affairs Bureau, interview room #B. 


Dep uty BER =s assigned as Century Station 213D on October 27, 2008. He 
responded to egundo Boulevard and Compton Avenue regarding a deputy involved 
in a fight call request. Upon arriving at the intersection, several witnesses pointed in a 
northbound direction on Compton Avenue. 


Deputy Fan northbound on Compton Avenue and arrived with Deputies ME 
and Castellanos, who had their weapons drawn on a male Hispanic. The male 

Hispanic was laying motionless on the street. He approached and grabbed the 
suspect's right hand in an effort to handcuff him. As he handcuffed the suspect’s right 
hand, the suspect attempted to pull his rignt hand away and he attempted to kick him 
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with his feet. He attempted to handcuff his left hand but he tucked his hand underneath 
his stomach next to his waistband. Depu [so attempted to pull his left hand 
from under his body. He gave several verbal commands te stop fighting and to give up 
his left hand. The suspect refused all commands. Due to the suspect refusing all 
commands, as he continued to kick his feet as well as keep his hand near his 
waistband area, Deputy [EE ounched the suspect twice in the back of his head 
with his right fist. 


With the aid of Deputy they were able to handcuff the suspect without further 
incident. 


LA.B. NOTE: Rofor to Exhibit A Homicide book pages 43-45 for the 
supplemental report provided by Deputy nd the 
transcription of his recorded interview is under Job # 27328. 
The transcription interview is attached. 


DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


Juan Castellanos, Eo | was interviewed by Homicide investigators Sergeants 
Anderson and Okada on October 27, 2008, at 1935 hours. The interview was 
conducted in an interview room at Century Sheriff's Station. 


Deputy Castellanos confirmed he was working Century Station Patrol Unit 212A, in the 
City of Lynwood. Deputyffas assigned as his sister unit, Unit They were 
returning from a back up request from a Willowbrook unit. Deputy| as directly 
behind him when they were traveling eastbound on El Segundo Boulevard. 


Upon arriving at the intersection he saw a serious traffic accident had occurred and a 
male told him a female was inside one of the involved vehicles, and she needed 
immediate emergency aid. Deputy Castellanos stopped his car to access the severity 
of the woman’s injuries. He saw Deputy| rive northbound on Compton Avenue 
and he speculated she had found additional collision victims near the corner. 


Deputy Castellanos saw the victim was gravely injured and unconscious. He utilized his 
sheriffs radio to confirm paramedics were responding to the scene. After making the 
request, he heard four to five gunshots coming from a northerly direction. 


Deputy Castellanos looked northbound on Compton Avenue and he saw Deputy A 
standing in the ointing her gun at a male. After seeing this he ran north 
towards Sep. cation. He heard Deputy ot out a radio broadcast 
regarding her involvement in a shooting. As he got closer to Deputy B he saw she 
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was bleeding from a head wound and blood was on her hands. He believed she had 
been shot. He also saw blood on the suspect, so he believed that the suspect was also 
shot. He asked her if she had been shot. She paused and told him she had not been 
shot. Deputy Castellanos removed his weapon from his holster and pointed it at the 
suspect because he didn’t know if he was armed or not. 


Assisting units arrived and when a safe number of deputies arrived they attempted to 
handcuff the suspect. As Deput jot closer to the suspect in an attempt to 
handcuff him, the suspect began swinging his arms and kicking his feet. Deputy 
Castellanos grabbed the suspect's legs to prevent him from kicking and the suspect 
placed his hands in his waistband. Two other deputies were able to pull his arms out 
and hanccuff him. A search of the suspect revealed no weapons. 


LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, for the transcribed interview of Deputy 
Juan Castellanos, on pages 86-98 of the Homicide Book. 
Deputy Castellanos was not interviewed by IAB investigators 
due to him being on medical leave since May 28, 2009 for 
an unrelated medical condition. 


NON-DEPARTMENT WITNESSES: 


FH/29, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 1725 hours 
approximately 0855 hours, by Homicide Investigators Sergeant John Corina and 
Sergeant Craig Ditsch. The interview was conducted at her home, and was recorded. 
Sergeant Owen Tong of Internal Affairs Bureau was also present. 


Witness investigators that she was in her bedroom changing her baby’s 

diaper when she a heard 4 or 5 gunshots. She thought it was a drive-by shooting so 

she immediately grabbed ger baby and went to the floor. A friend of — | 
icame into the bedroom and told her, “the lady shot the guy.” 


Witness ooked ouiside and saw a female deputy holding her handgun with two 
hands and pointing her gun at someone who was lying in the street. The deputy 
remainec in this position until assisting deputies arrived. 


wina outside to the front yard and saw the female deputy had blood on 


the left side of her face. She did not see what led to the shooting or the actual 
shooting. 


A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 58 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witness interview. 
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FH/29, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 1725 
hours, by Homicide Investigators Sergeant John Corina and Sergeant Craig Ditsch. 
The interview was conducted at her home, and was recorded. Sergeant Owen Tong of 
Intemal Affairs Bureau was also present. 


Winess Eo! investigators she was in the living room of OB 
and looked out the living room window. She saw a male White or Hispanic, 25 years 
old with short black hair, walking northbound on Compton Avenue, on the east side of 
the street near the curb. She saw a female deputy pull up in a black and white patrol 
car and stop very close to the suspect. The suspect looked scared as if he had just 
done something wrong. She saw the deputy got out of her car and run after the 
suspect. 


Witness Aa who was in the bedroom, to come and see 
what was going on. Id not hear her so she walked to the bedroom and 
when she arrived at the bedroom she heard 4 or 5 gunshots. Witness! kneeled 
down and looked out the window and saw t e ceputy pointing her gun at the 
male who was lying on the street. Witness o a +: the lady shot 
the guy. 


Witness cic not hear the deputy say anything to the suspect and she never 
heard the suspect say anything. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, pages 58 and 59 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of wine cf nterview. 


MH/26, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 1745 
hours, by Homicide Investigators Sergeant John Corina and Sergeant Craig Ditsch. 
The interview was conducted o A ome, and was recorded. Sergeant 
Owen Tong of Internal Affairs Bureau was also present. 


Witnes AA investigators he was in the backyard of the house when he heard two 
gunshots. He immediately went to the front porch of the house and saw a female 
deputy holding her gun with both hands and pointing it at a male Hispanic, who was 
standing in the street. He said the male Hispanic didn’t appear to be doing anything. 


eard the deputy order the male to “Get down” and “Put your hands up!” 
reached for his waistband area and the deputy shot him three to four times. 
eir distance apart from each other was 10-15 feet away. Witness iiiki not 
ale say anything to the deputy. 
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After the shooting, he saw numerous deputies arrive and three or four deputies 
handcuffed the male in the street. He did not observe the female deputy to have 
injuries. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 59 of the Homicide Book fora 
summary of Witness BM erv iow. 


MB/54, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 1945 
hours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant Craig Ditsch and Internal Affairs Bureau 
Sergeant Owen Tong. The interview was conducted at the Century Station briefing 
room, and was recorded. 


Mi EE ate he was working on Compton Avenue for the water company. His 
work truck was parked facing north on the east side of Compton Avenue. He was 
looking in a northbound direction when he heard an explosion behind him toward El 
Segundo Boulevard. 


Mr. urned his vehicle around and saw a traffic accident had occurred ai the 
intersection of Compton Avenue and El Segundo Boulevard. He saw the driver of a 
black compact car, who was involved in the accident, get out of the car, and run 
northbound on the east sidewalk. The driver was a male Hispanic wearing a grey 
striped shirt. 


Moments later, Mr Bav a female deputy drive northbound on Compton Avenue 
from El Segundo Boulevard. He and two other witnesses flagged down the female 
deputy and pointed out the suspect to her. The deputy drove north on Compton 
Avenue and stopped her vehicle in an angle toward the suspect. 


mr as standing outside the driver's door of his vehicle when he saw the 
deputy stop her car and exit her vehicle. He could not hear what was being said 
because cf the distance. 


mr aw the suspect run toward the deputy. He could not see what happened in 
the attack but he heard one gunshot. He saw the deputy fall onto her back in the street. 
The suspect never fell down and continued to rush at the deputy. The deputy, lying on 
her back in the street, fired three more shots at the suspect. 


mr Eo: back into his vehicle and turned the truck around facing northbound on 


Compton Avenue. The female deputy was later escorted to an ambulance. He saw the 
deputy was bleeding from the right side of her head. 
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LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, pages 61-62 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witness RIMINI nterview. 


be FB/18, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 
ours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant John Corina and Internal Affairs Bureau 
Sergeant Scott Hill. The interview was conducted ai the Century Station in an interview 
room, and was recorded. 


Witnes: tated she was with her Witness they were 


inside her} ar and had just arrived home when she heard a loud “boom.” She 
looked toward Compton Avenue and saw a male Hispanic, walking north on Compton 
Avenue on the east sidewalk. The male Hispanic kept looking back toward El Segundo 
Boulevard as he was walking. 


Wines = a female deputy driving in a patrol car drive north on Compton 
Avenue from the direction of El Segundo Boulevard. The deputy drove alongside the 


male and told him to stop, but the male looked at her and kept walking. The male 
started to jog slowly when the deputy stopped and exited her car. She heard the 
deputy tell the male to stop several times and then he stopped and walked back 
towards her, because he saw that she was by herself. 


Witnes: ought the suspect was on drugs because he started telling the 
deputy, “Are you going to shoot me” or “You want to shoot me?” The suspect had his 
hands up and his hands were in a fist, like a fighter. The deputy started to walk 
backwards away from him. The suspect rushed toward her and started to hit her in the 
face and head. 


Winess EEE ould hear the impact as the suspect hit the deputy in the face and 
head. She was yelling for the suspect to stop. The deputy fell to the ground and 
started to wrestle with suspect. The deputy was able to get her gun out and shoot the 
suspect. She heard about six gunshots. She believed the suspect was on top of the 
deputy when she shot him. The deputy got back on her feet, and continued to point her 
un at the suspect until she was certain he wasn’t going to get back up. Witness 
Wa... the suspect was still moving when he was handcuffed. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 63 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of wine AIEEE nterview 


FB/18, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, at 2030 
hours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant Craig Ditsch and Intemal Affairs Bureau 
Sergeant Owen Tong. The interview was conducted ai the Century Station briefing 
room, and was recorded. 
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Witness she was eastbound on El Segunco Boulevard approaching 
Compton Avenue in the #1 lane, when she saw a black compact car in her rear view 
mirror driving in the #2 lane behind her. The compact cer sped past her and she 
estimated his speed to be about 55 to 65 miles per hour. 


Witnes S =v the black compact car was approaching a red light at the 
intersection of Compton Avenue. The compact was not slowing down or applying its 
brakes. She also could see another vehicle approaching the intersection northbound 
Compton Avenue. 


Witnes M: =v the black compact car run the red light and broadside the other 
vehicle that was northbound on Compton Avenue. She called 9-1-1 from her cell 
phone. She saw the driver of the compact car exit the car and head north on Compton 
Avenue. 


Witness{flHescribed the driver to be male Hispanic, 20-24 years old, wearing a 
shirt with horizontal stripes. 


Witnes 2ed she turned northbound onto Compton Avenue and when she 
reached mid-block, she saw the suspect on his back in tne middle of the street. She 
saw several deputies run up to the suspect and turn him over and handcuff him. 


Witness [Eid her windows were rolled up and her radio was on, so she did not 
hear the gunshots. She did not see the confrontation between the deputy and the 
suspect. However, she did see the deputy was being escorted by paramedics and 
noticed she was bleeding from her head with blood running down her face. 


LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, pages 64-65 of the Homicide book for a 
summary of Witnes fl nterview. 


Witness MAA MH/32, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, 
at 2052 hours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant John Corina and Interna! Affairs 
Bureau Sergeant Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Century Station in a 
interview room, and was recorded. 


Witnesses working inside A tore located on GE Aaa 
of El Segundo Boulevard and Compton Avenue, when ke heard a car crash. He went 
outside and saw two vehicles involved in a car accident in the intersection. He went to 
help the occupants of the car, when he saw one of the occupants of one of the involved 
cars, exit through the driver side window and start to run northbound on Compton 
Avenue. The suspect then slowed his pace and began to walk rapidly while looking 
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back. wino tated he was going to detain the suspect but he didn't know if 
the suspect had a gun. The suspect walked on the east sidewalk of Compton Avenue. 


Witness vas using his cell phone to cali 9-1-1 when a female deputy drove up 
to the scene. He pointed out the suspect to the female deputy and told her the suspect 
was the person who caused the accident and he was attempting to flee the scene. 


The female deputy drove nort Compton Avenue and stopped her car and 
exited the patrol car. wires: lls the deputy tell the suspect to stop. The 
suspect started to run but stopped and walked back toward her. The suspect grabbed 
the deputy from the front and took to her to the ground. The witness did not believe the 
deputy had her gun out of her holster 


Once the deputy was on the ground wino ua: the deputy get her gun out 
of her holster, and shoot twice at the suspect who stood up and walked away from the 
deputy. The deputy stood up and the suspect appeared to be deciding on what he was 
going to do. W inso ct the deputy missed the suspect with the first two 
gunshots. The suspect attacked again and the deputy shot at the suspect a second 
time for a total three to four shots. The suspect fell to the ground. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, pages 65 and 66 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witness REI interview. 


Wines: ia MH/24, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 
2008, at ours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant Craig Ditsch and Internal 
Affairs Bureau Sergeant Owen Tong. The interview was conducted at the Century 
Station briefing room, and was recorded. 


Wines od investigators that he was working at the 

when he heard the collision. He saw a male walking northbound on Compton Avenue 
away from the accident. He saw a female deputy stop her car and exit the patro! car 
and told the suspect to stop. The suspect did not stop and approached the deputy. 
The deputy fired one shot at the suspect from a distance of 10-12 feet away. The 
suspect continued to approach the deputy and he hit her in the head with his right fist. 
The deputy fell backward onto her back on the street. 


Witness aw the suspect continued to attack the deputy and go down on top of 
her as she laid on the street. He saw the suspect was one foot away from the deputy, 
but he lost sight of them because of traffic driving on Compton Avenue. He then heard 
four gunshots. 
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Mace EM the suspect iying in the street on his back and the deputy was 
getting up holding her face. He saw another deputy run towards them. 


Wa <tc the suspect acted like he was under the influence of drugs. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 66 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witness interview. 
Witness MAA MH/35, was interviewed on Monday, 
October 27, 2008, at 2130 hours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeant John Corina and 
Internal Affairs Bureau Sergeant Scott Hill. The interview was conducted at the Century 
Station in a interview room, and was recorded. 


Witness AWA working in uu on the UG of El Segundo 
and Compton Avenue, when he heard a loud car crash in the intersection. He saw a 
male exiting through the drivers window of a black Honda. The male started to walk 
northbound on Compton Avenue. 


Wines =: two sheriff cars drive up to the scene of the accident. The male 
deputy stayed at the scene to help the woman who was in the other car. Witnesses 
pointed out the suspect to the female deputy, who ther drove after the suspect. 


MES DO the deputy stop her patrol car at an angle and exit her car. The 
deputy told the suspect to stop. He saw the suspect run but was unsure if he was 
running away or at the deputy. He saw the suspect lunge with his fists up at the deputy. 


Witness Ea the deputy take her gun out of her holster and take several steps 
back. The suspect continued to advance on the deputy and he punched her. He could 
not see ifthe punches hit the deputy. When the suspect attacked the deputy he heard 
a gunshot. The suspect took the deputy to the ground. The suspect continued to go 
after the deputy and he heard three to four more gunshots. 


Witness Ao c the male deputy the female deputy needed help. The suspect was 
on the ground and remained on the ground. 


LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 67 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witnes MAR nterview. 


Witness [i MH/58, was interviewed on Wednesday, October 
29, 2008, at 1120 hours, by Homicide Investigator Sergeants John Corina and Craig 
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Ditsch The interview was conducted at <: 


Witness ated he was starting his van which was parked on the west side of 
Compton Avenue facing south. He saw a collision that occurred at the intersection of 
Compton Avenue and El Segundo Boulevard. 


Witness IE = the driver of a black Honda Civic exit through the drivers door 
window and run northbound on Compton Avenue. The suspect ran a short distance 
then began walking on the east sidewalk. 


Witness| aw a female deputy drive onto northbound Compton Avenue and was 
flagged down by other witnesses who pointed out the suspect. He open the driver's 
door of his vehicle and stood on the entry step which gave him a clearer view of what 
was occuring. 


Witness the deputy drive north on Compton Avenue and pull her patrol car 
toward the curb at an angle to cut off the suspect. The suspect went around the front of 
the patrol car into the middle of the street. He saw the deputy exit the car and place her 
hand on her weapon. He was not sure if she drew her weapon at that point. 


Witnes baw the suspect run toward the deputy and strike the deputy in the face 
with his right fist, causing the deputy to fall back onto the street. While the deputy was 
on the ground the suspect continued to attack her. When the suspect tried to strike the 
deputy again, she fired her gun three times at the suspect, while she was lying on the 
street. 


Witness M =v the suspect stutter-step backward two steps then continue his 
attack on the deputy. The suspect never fell and the deputy was still on her back when 
the suspect tried to strike her again. The deputy fired three more shots, causing the 
suspect to fall to the ground. The deputy pushed the suspect off of her and onto the 
street. The deputy got up off the pavement. 


Witnes S =s too far away to hear the suspect or deputy. After a short time, 
numerous deputies arrived to assist. 


1.A.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 68 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Witnes M torv iow. 


Witnes 35, was interviewed on Monday, October 27, 2008, 
at 1850 hours, by Homicide Investigators Sergeants John Corina and Craig 
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Ditsch. The interview was conducted at ihe Los Angeles County Police Office and was 
recorded 


wina investigators he was walking southbound on the east sidewalk of 
Compton Avenue with his two year ola B just north of 126" Street. He sawa 
male Hispanic running on the east sidewalk of Compton Avenue with what appeared to 
be blood on his hands. 


Wa -v a female deputy in a patrol car stop at an angle at the east curb and 
exit her car and drew her weapon. He heard the female deputy give the following 
commands “Stop! Don't move!” to the male Hispanic. The male Hispanic yelled, 
“What are you going to do, shoot me?” The male Hispanic charged the deputy. The 
deputy started to back up but the male Hispanic rushed her and hit her in the head with 
his right hand. The strike caused the deputy to fall back as the male continued to 
charge deputy. The deputy fired her gun as she fell back. The gunshot sounded 
muffled and was possibly a contact wound. 


Witnes aid his view was partially blocked due to some bushes so he was 
unable to see if the deputy fell to the ground. He did not see if the male fell to the 
ground, but he saw the male rushed her again. The deputy fired three or four more 
shots. The suspect roiled over onto the deputy and onto the street. 


Witnes o 0x DO ë OAG and when he returned he saw several deputies 
at the scene, He saw the male lying in the street handcuffed. 


LA.B. NOTE: Refer to Exhibit A, page 60-61 of the Homicide Book for a 
summary of Wines nterview. Exhibit C is an audio 
disc containing recorded interviews of witnesses conducted 
by Homicide Investigators. 


COMPLETED BY: Sergeant Jimmy Rios, Internal Affairs Bureau 
DATE: October 27, 2008, 
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“ BUREAU OF FRAUD AND CORRUPTION PROSECUTIONS 
? JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 


STEVE COOLEY e District Attorney JANICE L. MAURIZI o Director 
JOHN K. SPILLANE e Chief Deputy District Attorney 
CURTIS A. HAZELL e Assistant District Attorney 


July 10, 2009 


Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE: J.S. 1. D. File No. 08-0692 
L.A.S.D. File No. # 008-24633-2132-013 


Dear Captain Smith 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s 
Office has completed its review of the October 27, 2008, fatal shooting of Joshua 


Maravilla ‘i Los Angeles County Sheriff's Deputy MAA We have concluded 


that Deput cted lawfully in self-defense. 


The following analysis is based upon investigative reports, property reports, analyzed 
evidence reports, and summaries of witness’ statements taken during the investigation by 
the Los Angeles County Sheriff s Department (LASD), and submitted to this office by 
Detective Mike Valento on March 26, 2009. The District Attorney Command Center was 
notified of the shooting at approximately 3:00 p.m. on October 27, 2008. The District 
Attorney Response Team, comprised of Deputy District Attorney Renee Korn and 
District Attorney Senior inet OA responded to the scene. They 
were given a briefing of the circumstances surrounding the shooting and a “walk- 
through” of the scene. Compelled statements were not considered in our analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On October 27, 2008, at approximately 1:50 p.m., Joshua Maravilla ran a red light and 
broadsided| Maravilla exited his vehicle and fled northbound on 
Compton Avenue. Los Angeles County Sheriff Deputies| nd Juan 
Castellanos, in single-man patrol units, were returning to Century area traveling on El 
Segundo Boulevard when witnesses flagged them down concerning a traffic collision. 
As Castellanos and proached Compton Avenue from El Segundo Boulevard, 
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someone from the crowd yelled, “She needs help! She’s not breathing!” Castellanos saw 
a vehicle sitting on the center median of El Segundo Boulevard and ran to assist 

the driver. Witnesses at the location alerted Deputy k: Joshua 
Maravilla, the driver who had caused the collision, had fled northbound on Compton 


myDuty Castellanos remained at the scene and provided assistance to 
aie. northbound on Compton Avenue in search of Maravilla. 
B- aravilla walking on Compton Boulevard. In an attempt to detain 
Maravilla] rdered him to stop. He failed to comply and continued walking 
positioned her patrol vehicle at an angle and exited her vehicle staying behind the door 
for cover. She ordered Maravilla to halt and show his hands. He refused to comply and 
tumed the front of his body away from her view. She drew her service weapon and 
ordered Maravilla to display his hands. Rather than complying, Maravilla kept his 
waistband area out of her view. She repeated the command and Maravilla responded by 


turning around and yelling, “Fuck you, Bitch!” ua the order and Maravilla 
repeated his response. 


HB erccived an immediate, violent threat and radioed for assistance. Maravilla 
charged towards Sancin a devasting punch to the right side of her head causing 
all to the ground. While on the ground, Maravilla continued his violent assault on 
cn T her he was going to kill her and shouting, “Shoot me, Bitch!” Maravilla 
beal bout the head and upper body, causing her to have trouble maintaining 
consciousness. Fearing Maravilla, who was six feet tall and ery two hundred 


pounds, was going to overpower and possibly shoot her, ‘ew her weapon and fired 
several times at Maravilla causing him to fall to the ground, 


J.k cover behind the trunk of her vehicle, Seeing Maravilla swinging his arms 
while rapidly moving towards her ordered him to stop. Instead of complying, 
Maravilla shouted, “Fuckin’ shoot me, Bitch!” Fearing for her safety, she fired a second 
vuliey of rounds striking Maravilla, who fell tothe ground, 


Moments after Castellanos had completed his radio call for assistance, he heard five to 
six gunshots. Castellanos ran in the direction of the gunshots and observe 

pointing her handgun at Maravilla, who was lying in the middle of the street. was 
bleeding profusely from her forehead. Castellanos drew his weapon, pointed it at 
Maravilla and ordered, “Let me see your hands,” but Maravilla did not respond. 


Shortly thereafter, Deputies: GE crived at the scene. As they 
approached Maravilla, he began to kick his legs around in an attempt to hit the deputies. 
While Eves cuffing Maravilla, he kicked at him and refused to put his hands 
behind his back. In order to complete the cuffing process, Castellanos grabbed 
Maravilla’s legs. Maravilla rolled onto his stomach and placed both of his hands into his 


E- treated at the scen mpton Fire Department and transported to St. Francis Hospital. 
octor Koplovski pronounced! lead at 2:34 p.m. 
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Waistband area SE nche Maravilla twice in the back of the head causing 
Maravilla to release his hands from his waistband enabling the deputies to cuff him. 


When Sergeant David Auner arrived at the scene, he observed that {vas bleeding 
moderately from the left side of her head and was physically exhausted. She had 
ing to her head, face, eyes, and neck. She had abrasions to both elbows and knees. 
j: difficulty maintaining her balance and was unable to walk without assistance. 
informed Auner that Maravilla had punched her several times in the face, head, and 
upper body. She also indicated that she felt as though she was going to lose 
consciousness. s transported to Long Beach Memorial Hospital for treatment. 


In addition to cuts, bruises, and abrasions, she sustained a serious concussion during the 
incident. 


After being treated by paramedics, Maravilla was transported to Saint Francis Hospital 
Medical Center where he was pronounced dead shortly after arrival by Doctor Shepherd. 


On October 31, 2008, Deputy Medical Examiner Eugene Carpenter, Jr., M.D., performed 
an autopsy on the body of Joshua Maravilla. He determined the cause of death was due 
to multiple gunshots wounds. A toxicological analysis was conducted as a part of the 
autopsy and revealed measurable amounts of marijuana. 


Investigators canvassed the area for witnesses to the shooting| 
was standing in th king area of his apartment complex located at 
RI ma kaaa 30 feet north of the incident eard a loud 
noise and walked to the southeast corner of the parking area and saw Maravilla walking 
north on Compton ‘Aven fii aici in her patrol car approaching Maravilla 
who began to walk at a faster pace. EP xited her vehicle and ordered Maravilla to 
stop. Maravilla ignored the commands and continued walking. pointed her 


weapon at Maravilla and repeated her command. At this time Maravilla was 
approximately seven feet away, turned and said tolii] You trying to shoot me?” 


tated that he 


Suddenly, Maravilla “rushed her,” hitting n the face with his right hen BA 
heard six or seven gunshots and saw nd Maravilla simultaneously fall to the 
ground. ot up and called for assistance on her radio.” i 


as in the parking lot on the corner of 
0 Boulevard when he saw Maravilla collide with n the intersection. 
saw Maravilla exit his vehicle and walk northb on Compton Boulevard. 


Shortly after the collision, he saw people flag dow ard point in Maravilla’s 

direction. He watche e towards Maravilla, park and exit her vehicle. ME 
shouted at Maravilla, but as unable to hear. aw Maravilla lunge towards 
Hind strike her in the face with his right fist fell to the ground on her back 


and Maravilla continued to attack her eard three shots and saw Maravilla 


UU: a similar statement to investigators with the except) a jorder 
Maravilla, “Stop! Don’t Move!” (as. ave similar 
statements. 
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“stutter-step” backward two steps then continue to strike] when. jilla tried to 
hit gain, she fired three more shots and Maravilla fell on top of She pushed 
Maravilla off and stood up. 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of others if 
it reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of 
others that he actually and reasonably believed that he or others were in imminent danger 
of great bodily injury or death. (People v. Williams (1977) 75 Cal.App.3d 731.) 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar 
circumstances, to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. 
California Criminal Jury Instructions 3470. 


Actual danger is not necessary to justify the use of deadly force in self-defense. If one is 
confronted by the appearance of danger which one believes, and a reasonable person in 
the same position would believe, would result in death or great bodily injury, one may act 
upon those circumstances. The right of self-defense is the same whether the danger is 
real or merely apparent. (People v. Minifie (1996) 13 Cal.4" 1055, 1068.) 


When the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law 
does not weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be 
Justified in killing because he might have resorted to other means to secure his safety. 
(People v. Collins (1961) 189 Cal. App.3d 575). 


CONCLUSION 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that Joshua Maravilla, after being 
involved in a fatal collision attempted to flee the scene. Witnesses directed Depu! 


to Maravilla’s location ordered Maravilla t for questioning, and instead of 
complying, became confrontational, challengi i. “Shoot me, Bitch!” Maravilla 
charged ai ing her numerous times in the head and about the torso. Fearing for 
her life. ired her duty Mara striking Maravilla. However, this did not terminate 


the incident. Maravilla attacke gain, and she fired a second volley of rounds, 
ultimately ending a potentially lethal situation. 
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Given the rapidly evolving, life-threatening situation that confronted Deputy ve 
conclude she acted lawfully in self-defense. We are therefore closing our file and will 
take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STRVE COOLEY 
District Attorney 


` Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3880 


o eru 


